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Dean Cheng has spent over a decade studying Chinese and Asian security and economic issues. He is 
currently a Senior Asia Analyst at the CNA Corporation, a not-for-profit think-tank, where he 
specializes in Chinese military issues, with an emphasis on China’s space program. He has written a 
number of papers and book chapters examining the military and technological implications of the 
Chinese space program, including its relationship with Chinese military doctrine. He has spoken at 
the George Washington University Space Policy Institute, the National Defense University, CSIS, 
and the Heritage Foundation on various aspects of China’s space program, and he has been quoted 
in Space News, US News & World Report, the Christian Science Monitor, and the Far Eastern Economic Review.  
 
Prior to joining CNA, Mr. Cheng had worked at the US Congress Office of Technology Assessment 
(the International Security and Space division), where he wrote on China’s defense industrial base, an 
Asia analyst with Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), and a researcher at the 
Institute for Foreign Policy Analysis.  
 


