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Dr. David Brewster is a Senior Research Fellow at the National Security College, Australian National 
University; Distinguished Research Fellow with the Australia India Institute, University of 
Melbourne; and a Fellow with the Royal Australian Navy Sea Power Centre.    
 
Dr. Brewster was previously a corporate lawyer, practising in the United States, England, France and 
Australia for almost two decades.  Since he left the law he has become one of Australia’s leading 
analysts on Indian Ocean affairs.  
 
He is the author of numerous papers on security issues in the Indian Ocean region and South Asia.  
Major reports and books include India as an Asia Pacific power, which considers India’s strategic 
role in the Asia Pacific; The India-Australia Security Engagement:  Challenges and Opportunities 
which explores opportunities and constraints in the India-Australia security and defence relationship; 
and India’s Ocean: the story of India’s bid for regional leadership which examines India’s security 
relationships and strategic ambitions throughout the Indian Ocean.    
 
His most recent report is India and China at Sea:  A Contest of Status and Legitimacy, produced as 
part of a long term project on the India-China maritime security relationship. 
 
Dr. Brewster has not testified to the Commission. 


