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Katja Drinhausen heads the Chinese Politics & Society research program at the Mercator 
Institute of China Studies (MERICS). At MERICS, her research focuses on the development of 
China’s legal and governance system, specifically party-state integration, codification of party-
rule through legal reform and the build-up of internal control mechanisms and state surveillance. 
Ms. Drinhausen also studies CCP ideology and political discourse and has worked extensively on 
China’s national security concept and implementation, including political and patriotic education 
in China, as well as the party-state’s internal and external communication and influencing efforts. 
Before joining MERICS in 2018, she worked as a researcher and project manager in the Beijing 
Office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation where she tracked the development of Chinese law, 
governance and civil society in China. Ms. Drinhausen’s recent work for MERICS includes: New 
Security Law Firmly Aligns Hong Kong with Chinese Communist Party Ideology, Tech-Driven 
Growth Takes Priority Over Public Welfare in China’s Vision for Development, and Image 
Control: How China Struggles for Discourse Power.  
 
Ms. Drinhausen studied Sinology at the universities of Leipzig and Erlangen-Nuremburg. She 
received her LL.M. from China University of Political Science and Law in Beijing where she 
focused on international human rights law and Chinese public law. 
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