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Deborah Elms is Head of Trade Policy at the Hinrich Foundation in Singapore. Prior to joining the 
Foundation, she was the Executive Director and Founder of the Asian Trade Centre (ATC). She was also 
President of the Asia Business Trade Association (ABTA) and the Board Director of the Asian Trade Centre 
Foundation (ATCF). 

Dr. Elms serves on the board of the Trade and Investment Negotiation Adviser (TINA) at the UN Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia Pacific (UNESCAP). She was on the International Advisory Council for 
APCO (2021-2023) and was a member of the International Technical Advisory Committee of the Global 
Trade Professionals Alliance and Chair of the Working Group on Trade Policy and Law. She was also a 
member of the World Economic Forum’s Trade and Investment Council for 2018-2020. 

Prior to founding ATC/ATCF and the ABTA, she was head of the Temasek Foundation Centre for Trade 
& Negotiations (TFCTN) and Senior Fellow of International Political Economy at the S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. 

Dr. Elms received a PhD in political science from the University of Washington, a MA in International 
Relations from the University of Southern California, and bachelor’s degrees from Boston University. 

She is the author of numerous articles and editor of several books. Dr. Elms also routinely appears on 
television and in major newspapers and magazines around the world to comment on trade and economic 
issues. Dr. Elms also makes frequent appearances at a range of global trade and economic workshops, 
conferences, capacity building sessions, and negotiations. 

Dr. Elms previously testified at the Commission’s April 2022 hearing on “Challenging China’s Trade 
Practices: Promoting Interests of U.S. Workers, Farmers, Producers, and Innovators.”  

 


